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AN ACT concerni ng conservation districts.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Conservation District Act is anmended by

changi ng Sections 5 and 6 as foll ows:

(70 ILCS 410/5) (fromCh. 96 1/2, par. 7105)

Sec. 5. Board of trustees.

(a) The affairs of a conservation district shall be
managed by a board consisting whieh--shall--eonsist of 5
trustees, except as otherwi se provided in this Section. |If
the boundaries of the district are coextensive with the
boundari es of one county, the trustees shall be residents of
that county. If the district enbraces 2 counties, 3 trustees
shall be residents of the county with the |larger population
and 2 trustees shall be residents of the other county. If the
district enbraces 3 counties, one trustee shall be a resident
of the county wth the smallest population and each of the
other counties shall have 2 resident trustees. |If the
district enbraces 4 counties, 2 trustees shall be residents
of the county wth the |argest popul ation and each of the
other counties shall have one resident trustee. |If the
district enbraces 5 counties, each county shall have one
resi dent trustee.

(b) A district that is entirely within a county of under
300, 000 i nhabitants and contiguous to a county of nore than

2,000,000 inhabitants and that is authorized by referendum as

provi ded in subsecti on (d) of Section 15 to incur
i ndebt edness over 0.575% but not to exceed 1.725% shall have
a board consisting of 7 trustees, all of whomshall be
residents of the county. The additional 2 trustees shall be

appointed by the chairman of the county board, with the
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consent of the county board, and shall hold office for terns
expiring on June 30 as follows: one trustee after 4 years
and one trustee after 5 years from the date of t he
ref erendum Successor trustees shall be appointed in the
same manner no later than June 1 before the commencenent of
the termof the trustee.

(c) Trustees shall be qualified voters of the sueh
district who do not hold any other public office and are not
officers of any political party. Trustees, if nom nated by
the county board chairman as hereinafter provided, shall be
selected on the basis of their denonstrated interest in the
pur pose of conservation districts.

(d) 1f the trustees are appointed, the chairman of the

county board for the county of which the trustee is a
resident shall, with the consent of the county board of that
county, appoint the first trustees who shall hold office for
terms expiring on June 30 after one, 2, 3, 4, and 5 year
peri ods respectively as determned and fixed by lot.
Thereafter, successor appointed trustees shall be appointed

for a termof 5-years in the sane nanner no |l ater than June 1

prior to the commencenent of termof the trustee. If the term

of office of any appointed trustee expires before the first

el ection of trustees under subsection (i) after referendum

approval of elected trustees, the chairman of the county

board who appointed that trustee under this subsection shal

appoi nt a successor to serve until a successor is elected and

has qualifi ed.

(e) When a vacancy occurs in_ the office of trustee,

whet her by death, resignation, refusal to qualify, no |onger

being a qualified voter of the district, or for any other

reason, the board of trustees shall declare that a vacancy

exists. The vacancy shall be filled within 60 days. Eaeh

suceessor-trustee-shalt-serve--for--a--term-of--5--years: A

vacancy occurring otherw se than by expiration of term_ for
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appointed trustees, shall be filled for the unexpired term by

appoi ntment of a trustee by the county board chairman of the
county of which the trustee shall be a resident, with the

approval of the county board of that county. An_ appointed A

trustee who has served a full termof 5 years is ineligible
to serve as a trustee for a period of one year followng the

expiration of his or her term In the case of an el ected

trustee, appointnent of an eliqible person shall be by the

president of the board of trustees wth the advice and

consent of the other trustees. The appoi ntee shall serve the

remai nder of the unexpired term |f, however, nore than 28

months remain in the term of the elected trustee and the

vacancy occurs at least 182 days before the next general

election, the appointnent shall be until the next general

election, at which tine the vacated office of +the elected

trustee shall be filled by election for the remai nder of the

I|f a vacancy occurs in the office of president of the

board of trustees, the renmnining trustees shall select one of

their number to serve as president for the bal ance of the

unexpired termof the president in whose office the vacancy

occurred.

When any trustee during his or her termof office shal

cease to be a bona fide resident of the district, or shal

nmove from one township or congressional township in the

district to another so t hat t he t ownshi p resi dency

requirenents of this Section are no |longer net, then he or

she is disqualified as a trustee and the his office becones

vacant . If the district has decided to elect or appoint

trustees fromsingle nenber subdistricts wunder subsection

(i), then when any trustee during his or her termof office

shall cease to be a bona fide resident of the subdistrict he

or she is disqualified as a trustee and the office becones

vacant .
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(f) Trustees shall serve w thout conpensation, but may
be paid their actual and necessary expenses incurred in the
performance of their official duties.

(g) An_appointed A trustee nmay be renoved for cause by

the county board chairman for the county of which the trustee
is aresident, with the approval of the county board of that
county, but every sueh renoval shall be by a witten order
and; -wht eh shall be filed with the county clerk.

(h) A conservation district with 5 trustees may
determne by majority vote of the board to increase the size
of the board to 7 trustees. Wth respect to a 7-nenber
board, no nore than 3 nenbers my be residents of any
township in a county under township organi zati on or of any
congressional township in a county not under t ownshi p
organi zation. In the case of a 7-nenber board representing a
district that enbraces 2 counties, 4 trustees shall be
residents of the county wth the larger population and 3
trustees shall be residents of the other county. If the
district enbraces 3 counties, 2 trustees shall be residents
of each of the 2 counties with the snallest population and
the largest county shall have 3 resident trustees. |If the
district enbraces 4 counties, one trustee shall be a resident
of the county with the snmallest population and each of the
other counties shall have 2 resident trustees. I f the
district enbraces 5 counties, the 2 counties with the | argest
popul ati on shall each have 2 resident trustees and each of
the other counties shall have one resident trustee. The
pertinent appointing authorities shall appoint the additional
2 trustees to initial terns as equally staggered as possible
from the ternms of the trustees already appointed fromthat
townshi p or county so that 2 trustees representing the sane
area shall not be succeeded in the sane year.

(i) Except as provided in subsection (b), a conservation

district in a county adjacent to county wth nore than
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3,000,000 i nhabitants nay determ ne by referendum (i) to have

an el ected or appointed board of trustees, (ii) to have a

board of trustees with 5 or 7 nmenbers, and (iii) to have

trustees chosen at large or fromsingle nenber subdistricts.

If the boundaries of the district are coextensive with the

boundaries of a single county, the county board nmay determ ne

by ordi nance to hold the referendum or if the boundaries of

the district are enbraced by nore than one county, the county

boards of each county in the district, jointly, may determ ne

by ordinance to hold the referendum or a petition signed by

not less than 5% of the electors of the entire district nnay

be subnmtted to the board of trustees requiring the district

to hold the referendum

The secretary of the board of trustees shall certify the

proposition to the appropriate election authorities who shal

submit the proposition at a consolidated or general election

according to the Election Code. The Election Code shal

apply to and govern the el ection. The proposition shall be in

substantially the following form

Shal | the (insert nane) Conservation District have

an (insert "elected" or "appointed') board of trustees

wth (insert "5" or "7") trustees chosen (insert "at

large" or "fromsingle nenber subdistricts")?

The votes shall be recorded as "Yes" or "No"

If a npjority of the votes cast on the proposition are in

the affirmative, the trustees of t he district shal

thereafter be <chosen as provided in this paragraph. At the

next consolidated election, a district that has decided by

referendumto have its trustees elected rather than appointed

shall elect 5 or 7 trustees as provided in the ordi nance or

petition and in the proposition. The trustees shall be

el ected on a nonparti san basis. The provi sions of the general

election |law shall apply to and govern the nom nati on and

el ection of the trustees.
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(1) If the district has decided to el ect or appoint

at large trustees, then with respect to a 5-nenber board,

the residency of nenbers shall be the sane as prescribed

in subsection (a).

Wth respect to a 7-nenber board, no nore than 3

menbers nay be residents of any township in a county

under township organization or of any congressional

township in a county not under township organi zation. In

the case of a 7-nenber board representing a district that

enbraces 2 counties, 4 trustees shall be residents of the

county with the larqger population and 3 trustees shall be

residents of the other county. If the district enbraces

3 counties, 2 trustees shall be residents of each of the

2 counties with the snall est population and the |argest

county shall have 3 resident trustees. If the district

enbraces 4 counties, one trustee shall be a resident of

the county wth the snall est popul ati on and each of the

other counties shall have 2 resident trustees. If the

district enbraces 5 counties, the 2 counties with the

| argest popul ation shall each have 2 resident trustees

and each of the other counties shall have one resident

frust ee.

(2) If the district has decided to el ect or appoint

trustees from single nenber subdistricts, then wth

respect to a 5-nenber board of a district enbracing a

single county, the <county board shall apportion the

district into 5 subdistricts. One trustee shall be a

resident of and elected or appointed fromeach of the 5

subdi stricts. In the case of a b5-nenber board of a

district enbracing npre than one county, the menbers of

each county board shall, jointly, apportion the district

into 5 subdistricts. One trustee shall be a resident of

and el ected or appointed fromeach of the 5 subdistricts.

The initial subdistricts shall be apportioned wthin 90
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days after t he r ef er endum is approved, and the

subdi stricts shall be reapportioned after each decenni al

census.

Wth respect to a 7-nenber board of a district

enbracing a single county, the county board shal

apportion the district into 7 subdistricts. One trustee

shall be a resident of and el ected or appointed from each

of the 7 subdistricts. In the case of a 7-nenber board

of a district enbracing nore than one county, the nmenbers

of each county board shall, jointly, apportion the

district into 7 subdistricts. One trustee shall be a

resident of and el ected or appointed fromeach of the 7

subdi stricts. The initial subdi stricts shal | be

apportioned within 90 days after the referendum is

approved, and the subdistricts shall be reapportioned

after each decenni al census.

(1) Wien a conservation district determnes to elect or

appoint trustees as provided in subsection (i), the terns of

these trustees shall commence on the first Mnday of Decenber

following the election. The terns of all trustees previously

appoi nted or elected under this Section shall expire on the

first Monday of Decenber following the first el ection.

(1) If the district has decided to el ect or appoint

at large trustees, then the initial elected board of

trustees shall, no later than 45 days after taking

office, divide thenselves publicly by lot as equally as

possible into 2 groups. Trustees or their successors

from the larqger group shall serve for terns of 4 years:

the initial elected trustees fromthe second group shal

serve for terns of 2 years, and their successors shall be

elected for terns of 4 vyears.

(2) If the district has decided to el ect or appoint

trust ees from single nenber subdistricts, then the

menbers of the initial elected board of trustees and each
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subseqguent board elected prior to the first decennial

census following the initial apporti onnent shall be
elected to a termof 2 years. In the vear follow ng the
first decennial <census occurring after the initial

apportionnent and in the year foll owi ng each subsequent

decennial census, the 5 or 7 subdistricts shall be

reapportioned to reflect the results of the census. The

board of trustees elected in the first election follow ng

a decennial census shall, no later than 45 days after

taking office, divide thenselves publicly by lot as

equally as possible into 3 groups. Trustees or their

successors fromone group shall be elected to terns of 4

vears, 4 vyears, and 2 vyears. Tr ust ees or their

successors from the second group shall be elected to

terns of 4 years, 2 vears, and 4 years. The trustee or

successors fromthe third group shall be elected to terns

of 2 vears, 4 years, and 4 years.

(Source: P.A 90-195, eff. 7-24-97; 91-629, eff. 8-19-99.)

(70 ILCS 410/6) (fromCh. 96 1/2, par. 7106)

Sec. 6. Oficers and enployees. As soon as possible

after the initial election or the initial appoi nt nent s, as

the case nay be Wthin-60-days-after-thetr-seleection, the

trustees shall organize by selecting from their nenbers a
president, secretary, treasurer, and sueh other officers as

are deened necessary, who shall hold office for 2 vyears in

the case of an elected board, or the fiscal year in which

elected in the case of an appointed board, and wuntil their

successors are selected and qualify. Three trustees shal

constitute a quorumof the board for the transaction of
business if the district has 5 trustees. If the district has
7 trustees, 4 trustees shall constitute a quorum of the board
for the transaction of Dbusiness. The board shall hold

regul ar nonthly neetings. Special neetings may be called by
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the president and shall be <called on the request of a
majority of menbers, as nmay be required.

The board shall provide for the proper and safe Kkeeping
of its permanent records and for the recording of the
corporate action of the district. It shall keep a proper
system of accounts showing a true and accurate record of its
recei pts and di sbursenents, and it shall cause an annual
audit to be made of its books, records, and accounts.

The records of the district shall be subject to public
i nspection at all reasonable hours and under sueh regul ations
as the board may prescribe.

The district shall annually nmake a full and conplete
report to the county board of each county within the district
and to t he Depar t ment of Natural Resources of its
transactions and operations for the preceding year. The Sueh
report shall contain a full statement of its receipts,
di sbursenents, and the program of work for the period
covered, and may include suweh recomendations as nay be
deened advi sabl e.

Executive or mnisterial duties may be delegated to one
or nore trustees or to an authorized officer, enployee,
agent, attorney, or other representative of the district.

All officers and enployees authorized to receive or
retain the custody of noney or to sign vouchers, checks,
warrants, or evidences of indebtedness binding upon the
district shal | furni sh surety bond for the faithfu
performance of their duties and the faithful accounting for
all noneys that may cone into their hands in an amount to be
fixed and in a formto be approved by the board.

Al'l contracts for supplies, material, or work involving
an expenditure in excess of $10,000 shall be let to the
| onest responsi bl e bidder, after due advertisenment, excepting
work requiring personal confidence or necessary supplies

under the control of nonopolies, where conpetitive bidding is
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i npossible. Al contracts for supplies, material, or work
shal |l be signed by the president of the board and by any sueh
other officer as the board in its discretion may designate.

(Source: P.A 89-445, eff. 2-7-96.)

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw.
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